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Tokyo Science Museum raises ¥920 million through crowdfunding

The National Museum of Nature and Science(NMNS) in Ueno district ended Da landmark

crowdfunding campaign on November 5th after raising about 920 million yen, far exceeding the original

target of 100 million yen. According to the crowdfunding platform READYFOR, the amount of donations
to the NMNS set a new record in Japan.

At a news conference on November 6th, the president of the museum Kenichi Shinoda said the
campaign was a great [(7)succeed] , noting that the level of support exceeded their [(A)expect] .

"The amount of money raised was ( @ ) times our goal. More than 56,000 people contributed to the

campaign. Through the money, we can see the faces of our supporters. I feel a great sense of

[(7)responsible] . I want to express [(x)grateful] to those who came to our aid after learning of the

financial crisis of our museum. It will be a significant boost for us.”

The museum's collection is one of the largest in Japan. It has more than 5 million specimens,
including animals, plants, minerals and fossils. And it annually accepts tens of thousands of new items
to go on display.

Although the NMNS is one of the most popular museums in Japan, a drastic plunge in visitor
numbers due to the COVID-19 pandemic and soaring electricity and labor costs have put pressure on its
operations. The museum lacked the funds to continue functioning properly. It struggled not only in

collecting, preserving and exhibiting specimens, but also in paying wages to employees.
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Q| As for the underlined D,

(1) How much money did the museum expect to collect initially?

(2) Eventually, how much money did it succeed in raising?

Q2 (T)~()%., XDOEWIES X Hic, @Y RMmEFICELZEL x5,

Q3 ZEM@ic, Y RBTFEANEL x5,

Q4 How many and what kind of specimens does the museum have?

Q5 Give two reasons why visitor numbers to the museum decreased.

Q6 MBI XY, EZRFAEYEECIREAIICE D X ) REEMSE Y £ L,

National Museum of Nature and Science raises 915 mil JPY in crowdfunding
[Nippon TV News 24 JAPAN]




The museum depends on government subsidies for 80% of its budget. The rest of its income came
from admission fees and donations. Unable to obtain additional financial support from the government,
the museum was forced to take ( ® ) measures. It launched the crowdfunding campaign on August 7th,
The reward in exchange for donations became a hot topic, and the goal was reached in only about nine
hours. The reward includes meteorite accessories, original tote bags, illustrated reference books, as well
as “backroom tours” of the museum’s storage facility in Tsukuba. Donors can even choose to make
specimens of animals they caught.

@ The museum has outlined a detailed plan for utilizing the funds. Of the 920 million yen collected,
about 440 million yen will be used to enhance and maintain the collection at the museum. The
remaining 160 million yen will be used for joint exhibitions with other museums. And the remaining
320 million yen will be used for the campaign’s rewards for donors.

While the crowdfunding campaign has alleviated the museum’s immediate financial burdens,
President Shinoda emphasized the needs to secure the ( \» ) funding in the long term. “Crowdfunding is
a ( 9 ) and exceptional means of collecting money,” he said.

Hideki Endo, a professor of the University of Tokyo’s University Museum, expressed dismay that it
was not the government but ( 3 ) that came to the rescue. He said, “The government abandoned its
responsibility for protecting the cultural heritage by reducing its budget, expecting donations from
( ® ). We need to understand the problem.”
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Q7 How does the NMNS usually make money?
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[ temporary stable unexpected drastic ]

Q9 How long did it take until the NMNS reached the target amount of the crowdfunding campaign?
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@ President Shinoda also stressed the importance of crowdfunding as not just a fundraising tool, but
also a means to foster public engagement and awareness. He said, “Thanks to the generosity of
thousands of donors, our museum can continue the missions of promoting scientific understanding,

preserving specimens, and educating ( @ ).”

Tokyo Science Museum (NMNS)

The National Museum of Nature and Science(NMNS) was founded in 1877. At the entrance stands
the life-sized 30-meter statue of a blue whale. A blue whale is the world’s largest living animal and the
statue depicts it diving beneath the ocean surface.

There are two buildings in the museum which are organized on separate themes. These buildings
are called the Japan Gallery and the Global Gallery respectively. The Japan Gallery is an elegant Neo-
Renaissance style building. Today the building is a nationally designated Important Cultural Property.
The highlight of the museum would be a number of gigantic dinosaur replicas. You should also
definitely make time to see the Theatre 360. The dome theatre and 3D images were originally created as
a special exhibit for Expo 2005 in Aichi. There is also the Taxidermy Hall, where it has more than 100

animal displays, including tigers, bears, gorillas, camels, and so on.
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Q16 According to President Shinoda, what is the three missions of the museum?

Q17 What can you find at the entrance of the NMNS?

Q18 What are the two buildings of the museum called?

Q19 What is the architectural style of the Japan Gallery?

Q20 What is the highlight of the museum?

Q21 Please watch the following video. What interests you most?

Japan National Museum of Nature & Science With Kids - Tokyo for Kids
[Quality Daydreams]
BABEDOHHPME>TUMN REFRITOBE T, (FEIIRETY)

AT =0 E LR ZEWMENITEZ L] [National Museum of Nature and Science, Tokyo]
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Q22 It is sometimes said that all people should be able to enter museum for free. Do you agree with this

opinion?
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1) The National Museum of Nature and Science ended a landmark crowdfunding campaign, after

raising about 920 million yen, far exceeding the original target of 100 million yen.

2) A drastic plunge in visitor numbers due to the COVID-19 pandemic and soaring electricity and labor

costs have put pressure on its operations.

3) “The government abandoned its responsibility for protecting the cultural heritage by reducing its

budget.”

4 ) President Shinoda also stressed the importance of crowdfunding as a means to foster public

engagement and awareness.
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